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From the Commander, 
 

Since this is my last article as 
your Commander I would like to 
take this time to reflect on this 
past years accomplishments 
and say THANK YOU to all 
those who have made this an 
enjoyable experience.  We 
opened up the Post by remov-
ing the interior wall of the old 
smoking room and leveled the floorðThanks Gene 
Budzenski and all who helped,  New carpet and 
dance floorðThanks Martin Henry, TJ Watkins and 
all who helped.  New stove for the cooking staffð
Thanks Ron/Jim for finding the stove, new deck in the 
kitchenðThanks Joe Nachazel and the House Com-
mittee,  reseal the leaking roofðT J Watkins/Terry 
Wright/Joe Lang and any who helped, resealing of 
the parking lotðHouse Committee.  All these accom-
plishments could not have been done without the for-
ward looking vision of the House Committee and of 
course the great help from many of the Best Com-
rades and Sisters of our membership that I could ask 
for.  I must not forget the many functions we have 
done throughout the year, Memorial Day, Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas Baskets for the familiesðThanks Jen-
nifer Finley, Oktoberfest, and far too many Memorial 
services.  Thanks Ladies Auxiliary for your support of 
all our activities and the many times you have been 
called upon to fix those wonderful Pot LucksðYour 
the Greatest.  Thanks to George Little and ALL the 
volunteers for the Superb Buddy Poppy Pro-
gram.  Thanks to Doug Scholl and ALL who donated 
for the Best Blood Drives in San Diego  
County.  Thanks to all those who have cooked, wait-
ressed, washed dishes, cleaned, mowed, bartended, 
helped our Veterans, baked cakes, and any of the 
other meaningless tasks performed to keep this the 
Best Little Post in the District.  To ALL those whom 
I've forgotten please accept my apologies for not writ-
ing down everything and everyone - THANK YOU! 
 

Memorial Day and the Poppy Drive have been com-
pleted and I'm sure it was again a great suc-
cess.  June is our State Convention in Ontario and if 
you have not been to one, it's a great time to go only 
an 1½ hour drive up the freeway.                 Cont pg 2 
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One the proudest moments ever for VFW 3783 took 
place last month.  Post and Auxiliaries teamed up 
and participated in the Ramonaôs Rodeo parade.  We 
had the lead float in all its glory with the Grand Mar-
shals, Country Supervisor Dianne Jacobs and former 
Congressman Duncan L. Hunter on board.  Addition-
ally, George Little and Harry Palmer sat with the 
grand marshals as special veteran Guests of Honor.  
With front stage and front page style the American, 
California, Post and both Auxiliaries flags were car-
ried down the main street.  This was followed by Jim 
Schirmersô driving his big green Coast Guard tug pull-
ing a float with wrap around red, white and blue bun-
ting which was fully loaded with VFW members.   
This float was followed by two military jeeps decked 
out with flags for all of the services.  All of this was 
complemented by the floatôs surround sound playing 
military marches and with the Ramona Rockettes 
manning the starboard side.  It was an eye watering 
class act in all proportions.  As side note, patriotism is 
alive in Ramona, both left and right sidewalks rose to 
their feet and saluted as old glory was carried down 
the main street. 
 

That dayôs story did not end there. On the same day 
TJ and many others set up the circus tent and Joe 
Lang present our Cadet of the Year, Bre Scotts with 
her award at the NJROTC Ball.  After the parade 
Vietnam Veteran Duncan Hunter enjoyed our Postôs 
hospitality and autographed his book ñVictory in Iraq, 
How America Wonò.    This was a  special day for our 
Post because of special people jumping of their bar 
stools, like Nat Prassel coordinating the parade, Jim 
Schirmers painting and military detailing of his equip-
ment, Auxiliary flag carrier Dianne Fink and Gary 
Smith, full uniform flag men Harold Krohne, Aaron 
Kandler, Ned Boydston, and guidons Mark Dumas 
and Ron Shannon.  Well what more can you say 
other than itôs the people who make 3783, ñThe big-
gest little VFW Post in San Diego Countyò, where 
every day is a holiday, every meeting is a family reun-
ion and every meal a feast.    
 

Adjutant: John ñPontiacò Hine  
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As I write this, our Buddy Poppy Campaign has 
already passed.  Due to article deadline, I will pre-
sent the statistics of the Campaign in the Julyôs 
newsletter 
 

George Little, Poppy Czar 

 

Upcoming events - June 5th District Convention and 
Elections Post 2275 El Cajon.  Miramar Steak Fry 
Thursday June 16th, State Convention June 17thð
21st, Fathers Day June 19th.   Please plan on attend-
ing those events that you can. 
 

Nuff Said! 

Dale E Smith STCM (SS) Ret 

Sr. Vice Commander 

Mighty 1st District 

Department of California 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

 

What a great parade Ramona had last month.  If 
you didnôt go see it, you missed a great one.  Our 
boys (men)  in white made us proud as did every 
other service man that was there.  One of our own 
Ladies Auxiliary members, Dianne Fink, carried 
our Auxiliary flag.  Well done Dianne. 

I would like to take the time to thank all those that 
came to our Memorial Day services and picnic 
and all those that helped, baked, cooked, set-up, 
cleaned up and had a good time.  I also want to 
thank all the ladies that baked goodies for our 
Bake Sale.  We have two more picnics to go.  Our 
next one will be on the 4th of July.  I know itôs a 
month early, but calendars get filled up fast, so 
put this on for July. 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary will be holding two fund rais-
ers this month.  Please come in and have a 
Salmon, (steak if you like), dinner and/or a Taco 
dinner and support the Ladies Auxiliary on the 1st  
and 2nd Saturday this month. 
 

Articles for Julyôs Newsletter will be due by 
noon on Saturday, June 18th.     Please e-
mail them to me at mymygma@aol.com. 
 

Rose Busang, Auxiliary President 

MARINE MUSTER 
Hey Marines!!  We are only a few, but the Blood 
Drive on the 25th is the time for us to meet and 
do burgers, beer and b/s.  Let's belly up to the 
bar or table around noon and I will buy the first 
round, you buy your burgers.  How good is that? 
Semper Fidelis. 
 

SSgt Ken Dower 
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Hello Comrades, 

We had 15 members attend our Tuesday meet-
ing, thanks to all who took the time to attend.  We 
had another Initiation, lets all welcome Paul 
Michaelis.  We presented a check of $450.00 to 
the Gifford Family, and on Saturday, August 13th 
we will be holding our 1st  

Annual Poker Run with proceeds earmarked for 
The Wounded Warrior Foundation.  Thanks to 
Mark Lewellen for all his hard work in organizing 
this event.   
 

Upcoming events: Tri Tip, June 9th a 5 course 
meal for only $8.00, and Baby Back Ribs on June 
25th, ñFinger Licking Good!ò  Thanks for all your 
support.    
 

Missions Part Three: Countering the Communist 
threat during the Cold War 

 

The threat posed by the Soviet Union and com-
munism soon convinced American leaders to 
strengthen U.S. military forces, especially air 
power. The role of the new U.S. Air Force in 
breaking the Soviet blockade of Berlin in 1948 
demonstrated the value of air capabilities during 
this new Cold War. The Soviet Union's detonation 
of an atomic bomb in 1949 accentuated the im-
portance of long-range bombers, such as the Air 
Force's giant B-36 Peacemaker, and modern air 
defenses. The Air Force expanded its efforts to 
foster science and technology with an ambitious 
Research and Development (R&D) program.   
 

The Soviet-backed invasion of South Korea by 
communist North Korea in June 1950 drew the 
U.S. Air Force into a brutal three-year conflict. 
The Air Force soon used new jet fighters, such as 
the deadly F-86 Sabre, to establish air superiority 
over the Korean peninsula. In concert with Navy 
and Marine aviation, the Air Force helped protect 
United Nations ground forces with close air sup-
port and the interdiction of enemy reinforcements 
and supplies. The war ended in 1953 after an ar-
mistice with China and North Korea, but the Air 
Force kept a large number of units stationed in 
the Pacific to help contain communism. 
 

Patrick Bell, President Menôs Auxiliary 

MAUX  PRESIDENT 


